PRINCIPLE OF CLASSIFICATION
Most opthalmologists support the theory that diabetic retinopathy can be divided into benign retinopathy and malignant retinopathy. The latter develops from the former and is certain follow on from the stationary or interrupted stage sooner or later. The major part of benign retinopathy has been denominated simple diabetic retinopathy or unproliferative diabetic retinopathy or background retinopathy. Malignant retinopathy has been deno minated proliferative retinopathy, but the interrupted stage of proliferative retinopathy is not malignant, because it is not aggravated.
In This new stage classification is to be used in assessing the therapeutic implica tions of diabetic retinopathy. The treatment for the diabetic retinopathy can be established according to its stage in this classification. Table 1 shows the list of treatments currently in use for the different stages of diabetic retinopathy.
